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Dear Cankids Society Member, 
  
Thank you for your support of Cankids Kidscan ς the National 
Society for Change for Childhood Cancer in India. As we head 
into our 3rd AGM as an independent National Society, I am 
writing to share with you our achievements and progress in 
2013-14.  
  
Cankids is doing well.  
  
1.  EXPANSION AND OUTREACH 
We are up to 41 CSUs (Cankids Support Units) in cancer 
centers and are in the process of setting up our third HAH in 
Kolkata; Canshala is growing into a beautiful showcase 
project and the Palliative Care Center in Delhi is transforming 
into a proper medical facility.   
  
Cankids is structured in four regions and aims to operate 
through Regional Managements (North 1 & 2, South 1 & 2, 
East and West) who will coordinate with the National 
Outreach team for growth and expansion and with the HQ 
Program teams for service delivery. There are 17 CSUs, 1 
HAH and 1 PPC Center in the Northern Region, 12 CSUs and 
1 HAH in the South, 6 CSUs and 1 HAH in the East, and 6 
CSUs and 1 Canshala school in the West.  
  
Our Western region Management team, headed by Regional 
Director and BOG member Priti Dhall is strengthening. In the 
Eastern region, BOG member Mohit Aggarwal heads the 
Management team. We are yet to set up full regional 
management teams in South and East India, and this will be 
an area of focus in the next two years. 
  
National Outreach Project ς CSUs & Social Support Teams-  
supported by Regional Managements 
In 2013-14, we set up six new Cankids Support Units at 
Medanta the  Medicity Gurgaon, IGMC Shimla, TMC Kolkata, 
BCC SMS Jaipur, LVPEI Hyderabad, Center for Sight 
Hyderabad and Delhi and {ƘǊƻŦŦΩǎ Eye Center ς the last three 
under our Sajeev Cankids RB Project. At the time of this 
report in September 2014, we have added another four CSUs 
at NH Bangalore, SMGMS Jammu, WIA Adyar Chennai, and 
BYL Nair Mumbai, taking the total number of CSUs to 41. 
  
 



 
The NOP Core team headed by Hony Director Gini Gulati, 
and her team of DGM Dr S. Alam, and 5 RPOs in Delhi, 
Luckhnow, Kolkata, Chennai and Mumbai, identify potential 
new cancer centers, conduct needs assessments and 
feasibility studies, work with hospital administrations and 
treating doctors to set up Cankids Support Units (CSUs) 
which provide Social support Teams and Support Services to 
the children with cancer and their families under treatment 
at the Center. 
  
Social Support Teams aim to include social workers, data 
managers, counselors, teachers, dietitians, PSG members 
and now KCK Survivors. We aim to ensure that all our CSUs 
are headed by a Honorary Mentor Coordinator like in our 
CSUs@ KGMU Luckhnow, and IRCH and AIIMS POD Delhi.   
Jiv Daya Foundation of Texas USA, continue to partner with 
us to provide social workers and data managers in 22 of our 
CSUs, and to support our Capacity Building program to build 
the social support teams into a cadre of trained support staff 
for pediatric cancer care.   
  
Facilities: 
Home Away from Home: 
In addition to the Home away from Home in Kotla Delhi 
housing 22 families at any given time and Trivandrum 
designed to house 14 families, Cankids this year commenced 
on the HAH   project to serve 3 Government cancer centers- 
NRS, SSKM and MCK in Kolkata, increasing the number of 
dwelling units to 58. The Kolkata HAH is due to open in Oct 
2014.  
 
HAH Sukritham housed 138 families  and  HAH Kotla housed 
579 families (including readmissions) during the year.   Both 
the HAHs provide provisions, transport to the treating 
centers, social, psychological support and run school rooms 
for ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ education.  At HAH in Trivandrum reintegration 
programs were started for fathers as daily rated wage 
earners at hotels, and shops nearby and for mothers 
tailoring and sewing.  
 
Palliative care Center - Day Care and Transition Home, Delhi 
The Center saw a lot of turmoil in the early part of the year 
with our Sr. Physician leaving of a sudden. Stop gap 
arrangements were made, Drs. Mahajan and Aroro stepped 
in, and we started referring more serious cases back to the 
Hospital emergencies or the Pain Clinic at AIIMS.  



 
We considered reducing the services or changing the nature of 
the Project, but with renewed effort and commitment to 
Palliative care, in the latter half of the year, the Center 
stabilized; Dr Lindsay Crack, a UK based Palliative care expert 
joined on an Advisory basis, staffing was restructured, policies 
reviewed and streamlined; Sister Hanife, a senior palliative 
care nurse practitioner joined; nursing standards improved as 
did management of medicines, acute hemorrhage and death 
and  documentation of medical records;   training sessions 
were planned and implemented; housekeeping was 
outsourced thereby ensuring significantly higher standards of 
hygiene and cleanliness; and most recently we have taken over 
running of the kitchen cafeteria to ensure better and higher 
quality nutrition standards.  We are applying for our morphine 
license. 
  
During the year 130 patients were admitted into the center. 37 
patients were given palliative care support by Cankids 
palliative multi-disciplinary team, in AIIMS POD and 91 in IRCH, 
and 219 in the Pain clinic at AIIMS.    
  
Canshala ς Special School for children with cancer: 
Please see report under Education Support 
  
Support to Beneficiary families : 
  
In 2013-14 we registered 3379 families for support under our 
YANA You are not alone Program, a 29% increase over 2616 in 
the previous year, taking the number up to 12241 since our 
inception in 2004.  
  
Social support is typically provided by our Social Support 
Teams through chattai clinics and ward visits in the cancer 
center, from our facilities ς HAHs, PPC DCTH and Canshala, and 
our Regional offices and Services HQ in Delhi.  
  
Medical Support:  
The Medical and Hospital Support team, headed by Baord 
Member Neena Manchanda, supported by our Medical 
advisory committee headed by Dr Amita Mahajan, and DGM 
Dr Haresh Gupta, supports this most important program in all 
our 41 CSUs. A total number of 8082 Chattai Clinics and ward 
visits, in addition to HQ and Regional Medical Committee 
meetings assured the delivery of this most critical program 
that assures medical treatment of the child, helps to bring 
down abandonment tying in completely with our vision that  



 
άbƻ child should suffer want of treatment for lack of ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜέ.   
 
In 2013-14, direct medical support through our Medical and 
Hospital program, Pediatric Palliative program and QCRI disease 
specific projects was Rs 2.17 crores, a 22% increase over Rs 1.79 
cr last year. 
  
In addition our Social Support and medical support teams did a 
good job of facilitating Government and other funding support 
to the families of Rs 2.90 crores, taking the total Medial Social 
Support during the year to Rs 5.07 crores.  
  
Treatment Support Programs : 
The program has continued to run through the year on the 
shoulders of Mentor Coordinator Meeta Khurana who has now 
joined our Senior Management Team as Director TSP.  Despite 
the absence of the Project Officer almost the entire year, she 
has managed with the PSG, SSTs and Medical teams to support. 
By the end of the year, we decided to retain a consultant 
advisor to strengthen the program and build the team, as well 
as to ensure proper training of the PSG members who deliver 
the program in the CSUs.  
 
Nutrition ς The program was extended to Western and Eastern 
region and 10 new centers, making the total 27 CSUs where 
Cankids provides juice, horlicks and biscuits. 10631 Horlicks 
boxes, 30878 biscuit cartons and 36540 juices were distributed, 
all of which is donation in kind.  
  
Hygiene ς 1681 hygiene kits were distributed across 27 centers 
including 10 new centers. In Kolkata before Durga puja, courtesy 
our Regional Director , Mohit Aggarwal, all the ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ cancer 
wards were cleaned and painted. In  many of the centers 
regular ward visits from PSG focus on cleanliness and hygiene. 
In KGMU Luckhnow our Mentor Coordinator Dr. Pushpa Bhatia 
has achieved 95% nails are cut and clean.  
  
Documentation ς  
368 Patient bags and 395 patient files were distributed.  The 
hygiene kit leaflet was translated in Bengali.  A patient support 
manual in Malayalam was launched by CSU and HAH 
Trivandrum. 
 
Blood Support ς  
Continues to be a problem area and will be an area of focus in 
the coming year. No Blood donation camps were held this year. 



 
Accommodation ς  See report under facilities.  
  
Education: 
Our Non formal Education Program, delivered by our Sr 
Education Officer and her team of teachers and tutors as well as 
social workers and volunteers, reaches out to children to keep 
them learning and engaged during treatment and to get them 
back to school once they are well.  
  
In 2013-14 we recorded 36388 attendances at our Learning 
activity Clinics(LACs)  in OPDs and through ward bedside 
programs (WBPs).  The program expanded significantly across 8 
additional CSUs, closing the year with 11 LACs and 16 WBPs.  
We also run 2 Schools in HAHs ς in Kotla Delhi and Trivandrum 
which together ran 361 school days, registered 406 children and 
recorded 1871 children. We run 2 Schools in Hospitals at 
SGCCRI Thakurpokore Kolkata and ICH Hematology Chennai, the 
latter from Jan 2014 and recorded 879 attendances. 
 
Under our Education Support Program we awarded scholarships 
worth Rs 13.25 lakhs this year to  202 children : 173 children 
with education scholarships of Rs 9.65 lakhs and 29 children 
with Education Merit Scholarships of Rs 4.32 lakhs.  
  
Our Annual award program was hosted by Apollo cancer 
Hospital New Delhi in Sept 2013.  810 children from 32 
hospitals applied and 21 were awarded with trophies, citations 
and cash awards. 
  
Our Formal Education Program, introduced through Canshala ς 
Taklu Takli ki Pathshala, in Mumbai ς in a PPP with Bombay 
Municipal Corporation in Nov 2012.   The program is mentored 
by Surabhi Kakar, and was supported and strengthened this year 
by a technical consultant Dr Vandana Lulla. A new Principal was 
recruited and together with 2 Special needs educators and 2 
BMC teachers as well as other support team members a better 
quality of service is being provided. Significantly the BMC 
started registering the children officially in their records.   In 
2013-14, 120 children were registered in the school ς 59% from 
Maharashtra, 13% from Bihar and 9 % from UP.  34 children 
finished treatment and went back home and 55% of these have 
got admission in their own grade and are back at school.   
 


