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On International Childhood Cancer Day, Mera Haq Mera Bachpan Mera Jeevan
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International Childhood Cancer Day (ICCD) is celebrated around the world each year on February 15th. Originally commemorated in 2002, ICCD is a day founded by Childhood Cancer International (CCI), a global network of 188-member organizations in 96 countries. The global theme for ICCD 2018 is advancing cures, transforming care, and instilling hope for all children and adolescents diagnosed with cancer in the world, wherever they may live.
Approximately 80 percent of our world’s children live in low-middle-income countries (LMICs) where more than 80 percent of these children die of their disease. In developed countries like the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Japan and others, more than 80 percent of children survive cancer with hope to live productive and meaningful lives. 

Sadly, childhood cancer continues to be the leading cause of non-communicable related death in children throughout the world. Globally, more than 300,000 children are diagnosed with cancer each year with about 50-60,000 new cases in our country alone.
Childhood Cancer is the low hanging fruit for a country’s cancer control program and to curb the menace United Nations on 6th July 2017 adopted a global indicator framework for achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 2030 Global Health Targets. Sustainable Development Goal 3.4 challenges countries to: “By 2030, reduce by one-third of premature mortality from Non-Communicable Diseases through prevention and treatment, and promote mental health and well-being.”
CanKids agrees that making childhood cancer a national and global child health priority is a critical first step towards reducing premature child mortality 30 percent by 2030, and Poonam Bagai adds that we can make a real impact and improve survival rates to compare with the developed countries, relatively easily and in a shorter period of time, the success of which will provide greater impetus to the war against cancer in the country.

It is necessary to advocate to policy makers that Childhood Cancer is Curable for which changes in state programs and policies should be made. The Go Gold India is one such Advocacy Campaign which is led by Childhood Cancer Survivors, with 8 demands – for a clear childhood cancer control plan and policy, more and dedicated pediatric oncology cancer centers, better  and qualified manpower and health professionals, affordable but quality treatment and drugs, focused interventions for specific childhood cancers that are highly curable like Hodgkins Lymphoma, Retinoblastoma (eye cancer) and Wilms Tumor (kidney cancer), acceptance of the age of childhood cancer upto 18 years of age, and family and civil society engagement.
The NGO celebrates ICCD each year across over 55 cancer centers in the country, where it partners with treating teams to enable best treatment, care and support for children with cancer and their families. Kapil Chawla, Hodgkins Survivor and Communications, Awareness and Advocacy Program Manager explained “Our theme this year is "Mera Haq Mera Bachpan Mera Jeevan" & "I Deserve My Childhood My Life". We want to honor children with cancer and their families and help them fight this battle and assure them that “You Are Not Alone” and also aim to motivate children with cancer during the hard times of the treatment of cancer to help & support them.

Children with Cancer, families and Survivors will go on Outings to a park where they will write message and wishes on a kite and fly them. These messages and wishes will be their prayer for a better future, health and life.
CHILDHOOD CANCER FACTSHEET

· Each year more than 3,00,000 (Age: 0-19yr)Children and adolescents are diagnosed with one of 16 forms of childhood cancer-cancers. (Source: IACR - International Agency for Research on Cancer)
· Out of the above mentioned numbers 40,000-50,000 (Age: 0-15yrs) are diagnosed in India. (Source: NRCP - National Cancer Registry Program)
· Cancer incidence - developing countries not well known, because there have been fewer population-based cancer registries (PBCRs) with adequate completeness. (Source: NRCP - National Cancer Registry Program)
· Boys are around 20% more likely to develop cancer than girls but this male to female - This suggests a gender bias in diagnosing and registering cases in some developing countries. (Source: NRCP - National Cancer Registry Program)
· The reported incidence of childhood cancer in India in males is higher than in females in almost all population based cancer registries Gender bias in seeking healthcare, including treatment of cancer, is one possible explanation. (Source: NRCP - National Cancer Registry Program)
· 3 most common cancers in childhood comprise leukemia, brain tumours and lymphoma. (Source: IACR - International Agency for Research on Cancer)
· This improvement of survival reported from developed countries has resulted from increasing use of intensive chemotherapy combined with other modalities of treatment, improved generalised supportive management, application of results of clinical trials and centralisation of care permitting each patient to benefit from the best of the multidisciplinary expertise and technology available for these rare conditions. (Source: IACR - International Agency for Research on Cancer)
· The less favourable outcome in the developing countries can be attributed to late diagnosis, unavailability of treatment, therapy abandonment, prior undernourishment, inadequate supportive therapy and unsuccessful follow-up. All these factors relate to lack of financial resources to support efficient health care system for childhood cancer patients. (Source: NRCP - National Cancer Registry Program)
· The causes of majority of childhood cancers are unknown. (Source: IACR - International Agency for Research on Cancer
ABOUT CANKIDS 

CanKids...KidsCan is a National Society for Change for Childhood Cancer in India & YANA (You are not Alone) - for holistic care for children with cancer and their families.  It aims to improve Survival of children with cancer & Quality of Life and the Rights of the Child with Cancer and the Family.
The 2 models for Change for Childhood Cancer and YANA have been built grass root level up over the last 13 years. On the one hand it focuses on providing Social Support through CanKids Hospital Support Units and Care Centers, the range of 18 social support services and provision of Social Support teams.    On the other it enables best standards of treatment and care by building partnerships with treating centers, identifying and filling gaps year on year, setting up Stakeholder forums at regional and national level, focusing on disease centric projects, Quality care, research and impact, building capacities and Government and Patient advocacy.
Today CanKids works in over 46 cancer centres in 18 cities and 14 States which treat more than 13000 new cases of childhood cancer each year.  In addition it runs 4 Home away from Homes (HAHs) in Delhi, Trivandrum Kolkata and Chennai, the only  Canshala - special school for children with cancer in Mumbai, in a PPP with MCGM, and the only 10 bedded Pediatric Palliative Care Center in Delhi.    North East and Tamil Nadu Pediatric Oncology forums along with RB and nutrition forums have been formed and stake holders from respective regions sustain it.  
In its 13 years, over 25000 families have been registered under its YANA –You are Not Alone – signature program that aims to provide holistic support to the child with cancer and his family, from moment of detection, through diagnosis, treatment and after, including medical financial assistance, treatment supportive care, nutrition, accommodation, education, psychological support and information. In 2015-16 alone we have supported over 4500 children with a total of 13.47 crores worth of medical support.
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